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2 HE Reader may, perhaps, be {cep- 
tic enough to doubt the authenticity 
of the following Billets ; and to queftion 


by what means the Editor could gain pof- 


- feffion of them, But let him recol ect 


how the Letters from a certain Reketion Ot 


ff Florizel, toa Countefs celebrated for her 


beauty, made their way into the world. 


To remove any doubt i in this refpect, 1 if | 


he i is unacquainted with the means oe the 


_ Letters alluded to being publicly exhibited, 3 


te 


he may fatisty himfelf with feeing fome : q 


part of the Originals at the Publifher’s S. 
The reafon why it would be imprudent to. P 


produce ¢ the other part, muft be on ous to ; 
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BETWEEN 


FLORIZEL axp PERDITA, 


LETTER Li 


LAS! my angelic Perdita, didtt thei 


but know what fenfations I have enz 


dured fince I faw thee ; couldft thou one © 


moment fuggett fuch ideas as I have felt ; 


T have the vanity to believe thou wouldtt 


feel as I do. 


Oh, my Perdita, once more I implore 
thy affetion. ‘Think one moment upon 
your Adorer—then think of me. a 


FLORIZEL. | 


PLEy, 


Steg as es 


~LORIZEL, ald I es you i 
ous, I might ‘anfwer you in a ferious 
manner; but_you fo romantically write, 
that I can think of nothing but Shake- 
fpeare and The Winter's Tale. He was a 
fine writer, and fo are you; but he beats 
you in. the tragic line :—perhaps, however, 
comedy may be your forte, and you mean 
to make nic the principal « character in YOu 


farce. 3 


I have anfwered this at a venture ; I wait 
for your denouément : though I cannot 
fubfcribe myfelf your Perdita at ohare I 
am fill 


aiqoci  PERDITA, 


LE T- 


See 
LETTER It. 


To PERDITA 


HIS is too much to be borne, How 
muft I form any opinion of your 
-anfwer to my billet? It is fo equivocal, 

‘that it will bear a hundred conftructions. 
As one proof of my affettion—real,—per- 
manent, and fincere—accept this bracelet. 
The portrait is but a miniature of my paf- 
fion, But it is a peared of uy real 
fondnefs. | | 


FLO RIZEL. 2 


LE T- 


LETTER UW. 


“@NDEED, Florizel, you aftonifh me 
: more and more! I like the picture ; 
and perhaps, if I were really poffeffed of 
the original with all its blandifhments— 


(mark the expreffion) I might be difpofed to 


liften to your tale—not a Winter’s 'Tale— 
that of the Summer ;—Youth—Pleafure— 
Joy—Felicity—Extacy. Thomfon, in 
all his Seafons, could not depict the no- 
tions I entertain upon the occafion—but 
then, Florizel, I might wd approve ay 
| felf the loft 


PERDITA. 


ctonen ; ee. Ses 
be mh & 


et 9 ) 


Pin Pr Tt & RON: 


= OULD to heavens, I could anfwer 


in the ftrain you write !— But your 
manner of expreffion is, in every refpect, 


fuperior to-all the reft of the world. | 


On thofe dear eyes—with fweet perdition gay, 
I gaz’d at once my life and foul away. | 


“I know not what I fay—but nonfenfe is 


eloquent in love, 


Endeavour, my angelic Perdita, to con- 


ftrue this in the moft advantageous manner 


forme. My hand faulters, my pen fails, 
and my very paper will not bear any other 
impreffion, than to add, . | 


FLORIZEL. 


: ( = ) 


LETTER Vi 


rOU fain Florizel—but then you de 
~ it with fo much art, that one could 
almoft be pleated with it. I think it is 
Pope that fays, Vanity is the univerfal pa{- 
fion—I own it gratifies, and may upon 
| fome occafions be fubftituted for ambition. 
Heroes have purfued it, and, like a phan- 
tom, miftook the fhadow for the fubftance. 
—A luft of fame hath often made i its way, 
-and I have found it claffed inftead of real 
glory ; ; but the foft accents that flow from 
_ your tongue, and the pleafing language that 
_ drops from your pen, mutt always be defi- 
rable to 


PERDITA. 


CETTE R Vat 


Dear Perdita, 


XJ HAT a cold expreffion! my divine, 
my angelic, my adored Perdita ! Still 
words are vain, to convey the idea I enter- 
tain upon this occafion—It involves me im 
confufion, and makes me forget myfelf. | 
I am ftill myfelf—No, I rave, I am 
your s eternally—I am fo bleft in contem- 
plating the idea of your charms, that I have 


forgot my imaginary name. 


[Without a Signature. ] 


B 2 LE 


Le? PER Hi, 


‘[ HouGH Florizel has forgot his 
fame, and fent me a tender, very 
_ tender billet, withouta fignature, I have 
neither forgot his name, or the impreffions ' 
he has made upon me.—Would I could ! 
——but they are too deeply impreffed upon 
my mind; they are rivetted in my heart. 
for ever. My motto fincerely is, 


L'Amour jufqu’a. jamais. 


-PERDIT A 


LETTER Ix. 
Ma Charmante, a 
TOUS tes plus belle ate toutes les 
Anges, & méme les Deeffes, qui ont 
vecu, felon les Poétes, dans leur imaginas 
tions. Je fuis perfuadé, que vous vivez—= - 
& non feulement vivez—mais pour char- — 


mer tout le monde—au moins moi, qui — 


figne, pour vous convaincre de la fincerité — 
de ma paffion, cette Lettre de mon propre : 
fang. 

FLORIZEL. 


TRANSLA : O N. 
My Charmer, 
OU are more beautiful than all the 
Angels, and even Goddeffes, who 
have, according to the Poets, exifted iz 
_ their imaginations. 1 am perfuaded you 
five—and not only live—but to charm all 
the world—at leaft me, who, to convince ~ 
you of the fincerity of my paffion, fign — 
this Letter with my own blood +. 


FLORIZEL, | 


‘~ Florizel a@tually pricked a vein in his arm, to fign 
this Letter, , 


1 Tree xX. 


I MUST acknowledge, Florizel, that 
you have at length convinced me. A 
Letter with the fignature of r—— blood, 
may flatter me, that; one day, fome of 
that blood may flow in the veins of my 
pofterity. I own to you, I am dazzled 
with ducal coronets, in my fons and 
grand{ons. | 


Alas! my vanity and ambition have 
furmounted all my ideas of virtue and 
chaftity—and i mutt yield. 

PERDITA, 


T7 oe T ER XI. 


NPY Angel, I know not how to exprefs. 

ate myfelf upon the occafion. Language 

is fet at nought—and words are incapable 
of expelling my ideas. 


_ Accept this from my heart—my foul— 
Will be with you at feven. 


FLORIZEL. 


ae 


i 


EET TER Mt. 


¥NDEED, Florizel, I am now too 

= well convinced, that gratification cloys. 
The honey- moon is not yet over, and you 

have been abfent three whole days—three 
whole nights—N ot a billet from you in 

all that time—No letters now figned with 

_ your propre ang. -Alas ! ales? I may 
lay with the fong, | | _ 


«* Man was born to bea Rover; 


‘6 Foolifh, Woman-—to. believe.” 


Give me back my heart—that heart 
which you ftill pofiefs!—Give me back. 
myself, in that purity in which you found 
me!—Give me back that tranquillity of 
mind, which once poffeffed the 


e t ; ms Z 
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ae : ue x 
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EE Tr ER | XE 


wear does my angelic Perdita mean 
by this accufation? Engagements, 
' and a thoufand avocations, have driven me 
7 you. But to be ftill more ingenu- 
>; 1° got damnably aa the night 
before laft, with thofe bucké | D——t and — 
C4, and my head has not been clear 
fince.—I narrowly efcaped being demo- 
-_lithed by-a bull-dog that was let loofe in 
C——’s yard, and have fome marks of 
_ his claws upon me yet ; and had not the 
Groom rufhed from the ftable with a 
pitch-fork, I never thould have been able 
to 0 fubferibe myfelf 


Your's moft ively: 


YRIZEL. 


eS } 


7 


LETTER Sy 
ACCEPT, my dearly beloved Flo- 
rizel, your apology; but let it not be 
long before I fee you. Every moment is 
a week, every day an age, in your abfence.. 
Blefs me. with your prefence as foon as 
poffible. I will heal your wounds, while 
you heal mine. The wounds of the mind 
are far more excruciating than thofe of 
the body. | | | 
Mon cher P——, fans vous voir, je fuis 


Tout-a-fait eperdue, 


PERDITA. | 


LETTER XV. 
Lovely Perdita, | 


yay eight I will be with you. I long - 


to fee you—more than fee you—love 
and enjoy you. Iam obliged to dine with _ 
my Father, and cannot get away before 
that time. Born to adore you, believe me 


As much your’s as CS Ps ee 
FLORIZEL. — 
Cc : LE T. oe 


5 s is $ ee 3 igi oe LE TT oe re Ee ee ee ey een a 
Sy = F 
| J 8 
\ ( 4 ) ud 
si 
\ 


LETTER XVI. 


My Dear Perdita, 


I AM extremely happy in being able 
2 t0 prefent you with a pair of buckles, 
of an entire new fafhion :—-they are ex- 
actly the fame as mine, which I fhall 
wear to-day for the firft time.— Your's are 
fomewhat fmaller ; but Iam flattered with © 
another pair next week (and you know I 
always have a pair every week) that will 
beat all buckles out of the world; and you 
fhall _ a pair upon the fame contftruc- 
tion. *Count Artois would blufh to fee 
fuch buckles as I wear, though they be x 


a his name. 


Au révoir, 


FLORIZEL. 


Duct V the Fan 4 


= S = 


CEM 


My Dear F lorizel, 


I H AVE received. your prefent of the 
buckles, and think the pattern in the 
higheft gu/fo I ever beheld; but Ta/le and 
Fhorizel are fynonimous. I. fhall wear 
them with more than common pleafure, 
not only on account of their elegance 
(which almoft furpafles fancy), but more 
par ticularly as they come from ay dearly- 
beloved Florizel. | 


r am now buckling my © fhoes; and 
methinks I fee a thoufand F lorizels fpar- 
kle in every brilliant knob.—What is it— 
what is it not—to love like the enraptured 


PERDITA?> 


( aa} 
Pp LETTER XVuUp 


My beloved Perdita, _ 
Bt not in the leaft aftonithed at not 


having feen me fince Saturday. I 
muft reveal the fecret to you. We have 
had ad apother etteh with C9 3s 
Oo: Fao; and a few more, were 
prefent.- St. Lee has a head like a 
rock :—we did not eatry off lefs than a 
dozen bottles each, and he was as fober as 
a Methodift Preacher. As to my part, 
own to you, I was d——y cut, and made 
a miftake that had like to have proved fatal - 
to me. I rofe, early in the morning, to 
get back to W——r in time; and turning 
to the wrong ftair-cafe, tumbled over the 
_baluftrades, but have efcaped with no other 
_ detriment than that of tearing my coat. 


this real ftate of the cafe will, I hope, 
pane a fufficient apology for my abfence. 


_ Your’s moft fincerely, 


FLORIZEL. 


( 2 ) 


LETTER 3 


TEAVENS! bow po rae my 

dear Florizel, has alarmed me! Y 
tremble at the thought of your fituation. 
Iam fill terrified, left you fhould have 
foftened the account of your late acci- 
dent, and fhall not be fatisfied to the con- 
trary till I fee you.—Another day’s abfence 
would diftrefs me beyond all defcription. 


—Let me fee you fome time this evening, : 


or I fhall be completely miferable. 


The diftracted 


PERDITA. | 


{ 32°} 


EET TER: XX. 


Divine Perdita, 

TOUR tender and affectionate Billet 
: _ gives me the greateft fatisfaction ; but 
you need not be under apprehenfions for 
my danger. Tam perfectly well; but it 
will be impoffible for me to wait upon 
you ‘at home to-day, as I am engaged to 
dinner, and have made a party to go to 
Ranelagh, where I thould be glad to fee 
ou. 


Do not fail, ciehawine, Pai: as I 
. fhall then have an opportunity of contem- 
plating your charms, and be convinced, 
that all the reft of the Females in that gay 
circle will ferve only as foils to your fupe- 


~-rjor attractions. 


Adieu till then, 
-FLORIZEL. 


( 23) 


LETTER XXL 


HE receipt of your Billet, my dear 

Florizel, which. is juft come to hand, 
has ‘diffipated all my fears and apprehen- 
fions. Iam much obliged to you for your 
very polite compliment ; but I muft add, 
Tam convinced it is greatly outr?. How- 
ever, as it comes from you, it muft be 
acceptable. 


I fhall certainly be at ancl ane | 
long for the moment that I may feat my 
eyes on my beloved Florizel. : 


Your’s moft devotedly, | 


aS 
es 


PERDITA, 


LE a 


(2) 


LETTER XXUH. 


eed Dear Perdita, 

COULD not clofe my eyes all laf 

“night, not (as the Irifhman would fay) 
“for dreaming of you, but for thinking of 
feeing Lord —— come out of your houfe 
at ten o'clock this morning. I am not 
"naturally of a jealous difpofition; but 
when I perceive objects fo glaring, that 
we may read as we Fidies it is not to be 
borne. | 


Either tell me, whether you propofe 
conftancy, or mean to roam at large? 


‘The unfortunate, 


Almoft diftracted, 


FLORIZEL. 


( 25 ) 
LETTER. -xxut. - | 
H* AVENS! has jaundice-eyed Jea- 
~~ loufy feized you? Forbid it, Heaven ! 
forbid it, Love! --< | pyibwe@ Sie 
_ ‘Fo come to, an ecclairciffement with a 


man whofe mindais ruffled, As almoft im- 


poffible. _ However, I fhall fay” a few 
words, that may do away all my fuppofed 


guilt in your cooler moments, : 
You are fenfible I am at prefent only a 


— lodger, and took the apartments ina hurry — 


till I could finda houfe convenient, which 
you .promifed to furnith for me. _ Your 
promife I do not in the leaft doubt :—your 
word, as your honour, has to me ever been 
fatted. ged we 3 
Thus far I have paved the way; and I 
think the reft of my promenade will be 
agreeable, nay, aufpicious. My hoft is a 


Taylor; he works for Lord H——, who _ 


came this morning to give orders for fome 
clothes. 
After this, I can add nothing more than 
that Lam | 
Your’s moft faithfully, 


( 26 ) 
L — TT © [ MALY. 


Adorable Perdita, 


I HEAR it with the greateft mortifica- 
tion, that Sir J——-n D=de is now the 
happy man: he prevails in your heart, and 
triumphs ! in your affections. At the fame 
time it 1s currently reported, that your 
new vis-a-vis arifles from a fub{cription at, 
Bootle’s : others fay, that Charles has al- 
lotted a month’s falary it. Be ~ Be this as it 
may, the carriage is elegant ; ; and, from 
what I can learn, it is not dear :—feven 
hundred guineas are a bagatelle for fuch a 
yehicle. I wifh you joy to ride in it ;— 
and may you rival all your competitors for 
beauty and conqueft - = 


Excule this rhapfody ; but, "you know, 
‘Nonfenfe is eloquent in love. 


Adieu tll nine, 


FLORIZEL. 


( #4 
LET T&R 3ee- 
My much-beloved Florizel, 

“7 OU fhould not give way to idle re- 
ports. I have heard as much as you 
at leaft, but they are groundlefs. A fub- 
{cription at Boosle’s, a fub{cription at Al- 
mack’s, a fubfcription at Brookes’s, a fub- 
fcription at Arthur’s, have all been an-— 
nounced, and with equal truth. It is juft 
fuch a fable as was told of Kitty Fifher— 
that fhe was kept by the whole Club at 
White’s, who had their refpective days 
and weeks for gratification: but the idea | 
at lerigth became fo abfurd, that it was 
given up for half a dozen members, and 
at length reduced to one. I am, at pre- 
fent, nearly in the fame predicament, or 
rather in a worfe:—my very carriage is 
built by all the ballotting Clubs in town ; 
but neither my creft or my cypher fignify 
any fuch thought; plain 4..R. does not 
look very fubf{criptive of agreater number _ 
of names than my own, which I fhall for | 
the prefent fabfcribe a 
| 7 Your's, 


PERDITA. 


D2 


( 28 ) 
LETTER _XSVL 


ot gelic Paditay 


HAVE this moment pote your 
~ miniature picture, and I have kiffed ita 
| thoufand and a thoufand times : it breathes 
perfume ; the ambrofia of your lips is 
deeply imprefied upon it. I have placed 
it with a riband to my ees, where it 
| thall « ever remain, as it would be impru- 
dent to fix it to my watch: but there it 
beats time with the ftricteft regularity, as 
my heart pants for you. 

In return for this fingular fiedae ac~ 
cept this bracelet. If the perfon it repre- 
fents has any charms in your eye, wear 
it for. his fake, in a more con{picuous 
manner than I do your portrait, for reafons 
which T need not explain, } 


‘The too ‘happy 
Br CF LGGRLEE be 


29 ) 


LETTER XXVII 


NGELS and Minifters .of Grace! 
- gould J expect fuch a compliment, 
and from fuch a perfon ? If you kiffed my 
miniature, as you fay, a a thoufand and a 
thoufand times, I have almoft devoured 


your's—I am ftill devouring it. But re- | 


fieGtion tells me, I muft preferve it whilft 
recollection bolas a place in memory, or a 
column of my brain. | 


There may’ thou ever triumph over all 
your furmifes!—there may'ft thou. ever 
bring to my idea, the moft amiable, the 
moft adored of men!———Heigh-ho!, I 
cannot yet refrain from embracing the 
dear, the moft enchanting being upon 


Ca Hi: Sts Poy 
rt 189g = 
Once more, adieu for a few hours ! 


PERDITA. 


L E7h: T BR PREVI, 


My Dear Perdita, 


AS I know you are a Sietaiaie judge of 
acting, I fhould be glad to have your 
private opinion of Mrs. Siddons’s per- 
formances. Is fhe that Phoenix that the 
prints and the public voice in general pro- 
nounce her? Does fhe far furpafs the 
—Yates’s and Crawfords? Is fhe more pa- 
thetic, more affecting and defcriptive, in 
her fcenes of woe? Do her eyes tell the 
tale with more energy ? In a word, Is the 
fo ‘fuperlatively elegant, that fhe never had 
a competitor or a rival: > Beltow a few 
‘minutes in anfwering thefe queftions with 
your ufual judgment, and you vin confer 
a great obligation on 


Teas | 


FLORIZEL. 


LETTER a 
Mott amiable Florizel, 


OUR laft Billet bis Since a tafk 
upon me not a little difficult to exe- 
cute. However, I will attempt it. 


| It is certain that Mrs. Siddons has a fine : 
ftage figure; a happy countenance for ex- 


prefling the paffions, and depicting the 


various emotions of the foul. Her action 


is generally chafte, her attitudes well con- 
ceived, her enunciation juft; and her em- 
phafis for the moft part well placed. But - 


fhe wants the fine pathos of Mrs, Yates, 
and the happy revolutions in the modes of 
expreflion of Mrs. Crawford: for thefe 


fhe fubftitutes ftage trick, which is feen — 


through by the connoiffeurs—though it 
aftonifhes the galleries, and extorts from 
them thofe fhouts of ill-judged applaufe, 
which have ftamped her character with 
the idea of perfection, 


I have 
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( 32 ) 

I have not feen her in Comedy, and 
perhaps never fhall; but I do not think 
fhe is a favourite of Thalia ; and there- 
fore, in this refpect, fhe mutt certainly 
bag the eed to Mrs, Crawford. 


oT bis i is my rk atibca pe: in cela eiiefeat 
— ; you mutt, therefore, make proper 
allowances for my . having juft entered 
| upon my noviciate. Nothing but the 

pleafure I take in ‘obeying 3 your commands, 
could have induced : me | to take up t the pen 
ypon | ‘the occafion. 


4 


You § moft alfedtonately,,. are 


ie od BRR se 
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( 33) 
“apr ry ER 3 
Dear Florizel, 
- HEARD of the accident that hap- 


pened to you by the. fall from your 
horfe. I am glad to find, however, that 


at. has not been. attended with any fatal | 


confequences.—But take the advice of a 
Female for once, notwithftanding what 
the late Lord Chefterfield faid, that he 
never was acquainted with a fenfible wo- 
man in his life: Do not, I conjure you, 


my beloved Florizel, ride fo violently for 


the future. I have often been troubled at 


{eeing you go at fuch a rate. Confider, 


you are neither riding a race, nor are you 
going exprefs from London to Windfor. ~ 


Excufe the liberty I have taken ; put it 
is folely on account of the hearty and fine 


cere withes I entertain for your welfare,” 


An refte, believe me 


Your’ s moft devotedly, : 


£ 


PERDITA. | 
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C4 


Ee TER XXX, 

. 

My angelic Fair, = 
a UR kind and -affe@ionate Letter, 
~  occafioned by the fall from my horfe, 
infpires me with freth confidence, that I 
live and reign Lord Paramount of your 
affections. — ae : ae 


You are right, my lovely girl! I have 
received little or no hurt by the accident ; 
but if I had, fo tender a Billet from your 
enchanting hand, would have been more 
than equivalent for any pain that I might 
| have endured in confequence of the cafu- 
alty.- | | 


_. Believe me, my-adored Perdita, that my 
heart glows with as much ardour for your 
welfare, as your's can poflibly for mine, _ 


FLORIZEL; 


C#Y 


LETTE R  XXXU. 


‘My much- . ae Florizel, 


T HEAR, but I hope it 1s not true, that 
you have lately been a confiderable 
fufferer at play. Oh, my dear, dear Flo-~ 
rizel, Gaming is a rock on which moft: 
young men fplit. Shun it, as thou wouldft 
an adder—or a Syren, that courts but to de- 


fir “OY - Itis true, Gaming igs fafhionable— 


st is the fon—and a young Nobleman muft 


_ be totally (if not completely ) ruined, be- 


fore he can rank the complete. Beau Gar gon, 
orf Homme pol parfaitement. achevd, 


Thefe are refined dons, perfectly calcu 
lated for the meridian of Brookes’s, Are 
thur’s, or Bootle’s; but they are ‘beneath | 
your confideration : sellhtré is the great as 
well as little Vulgar ; and Black Legs are” | 
to be met with, decorated with ftars and | 
ribands. wee ee ee 
ER a. 


re as 


( 36.) 


Do not be afhamed to be prudent ; 
exert your own reafon, and confider what 
an amazing rifque you run——for what ?— 
Suppofe you were, by fome ftrange whim 
‘betrayed, to win a thoufand or two—what 
additional felicity could you derive from 
them ?—=Could you have a better table, 
more brilliant clothes, more fathionable, 
or rather, leading fathionable: buckles ?—~ 
Could you have finer women, or one that 
loves you more, than 


PERDITA? 


be CT ER XXXII 
Adorable Perdita, 


you attention and: good Sin grow 

upon me every day, every hour, every 
moment. What fenfe, what judgment, 
what reafoning, in your laft Epiftle ! It 
would do honour to a Pliny, Or a Chefter- | 


field. 
But 


But to the point. You have been mif~ 
informed with regard to my lofs at play : 
it was a mere bagatelle—not worth think- 
ing of. I thould lofe more by the reflec- | 
tion, than paying the money.——Make 
yourfelf perfectly eafy upon the occafion ; 


but Tam happy in its having occurred, as 


it has given you fuch.a fine opportunity of 


difplaying your good fenfe—and, in defpite 


of Lord Chefterfield, has approved you 4 


woman of difeernment and nice diferimiy 


nation. 


Your advice will not, however, be lof 
upon me: it is too good to be thrown 
away ; and I flatter myfelf | I have difcern- 
ment fafficient to fee the full force of it, 
in all its ample latitude. ed 


- Honour me with your correfpandence, 
which mutt always. be perfectly acceptable 
fo; YORE | eS 
eee FLORIZEL. | 


LET. 


LETTER xxx, 


o I think it becomes no one fo perfectly well 
a as yourfelf, | 2, | 


Accept this {mall tribute to ‘your tafte, 
 fiyle, and elegance, in complimenting 
your | 


PERDITA, 


LET: 


( 39) 


LETTER XxXXV. 


N anfwer to your laft, my much ad- 

mired Perdita, I pofitively declare I was 
perfectly ferious, and now repeat my fin- 
cere acknowledgement for your attention | 
to my welfare. In return, I was greatly 
alarmed at hearing of your accident in 
Hyde-Park. However, as it was not at- 
tended with any fatal confequences, I 
heartily congratulate you upon your lucky 
efcape. Be more careful for the future; 
difpofe of that vicious horfe, or, at leaft, 
do not ride it any more yourfelf. That 
which your footman rides is more traéta- 
ble, and, I think, looks full as well: 
_ therefore exchange with him till you can 
meet with another more fuitable to YOU 
Believe me | 


Ever your’s, 


-FLORIZEL. 


re 


LE T- 


ej 
d 


{ a 
LETTER XXXVI. 
Mot amiable Man, 


wits avidity I real your laft Billet, 
: and return you a thoufand thanks for 
your attention towards my welfare. I will 
certainly take your advice ; and you fall, 
if you chufe to take an airing, find I am 
fincere in acknowledging the rectitude of 
your judgment. I fhall be in Hyde- Park 
by one, and from thence propofe going to 
Richmond. Could I flatter myfelf with 
the honour, nay more, happinefs, of your 
company to eat a bit of dinner at the Star 
and Garter, my felicity would be com- 
plete. a 


i fee the fiorfes at the door; : | therefore 
fhall add no more than that I am eternally 
your 


PERDITA. 


( 42 ) 
LETTER XXXVI. 


_ My lovely Girl, 


HAVE this inftant received your aft, 

~ and hall accept your invitation 3 buti it 
would be jinpracireathe for me to fee you 
in the Park. | I will, however, not fail to 
meet you at the Star and Garter at four.- —~ 
If you are there before me, order the din- 
ner. I have entirely recovered my appe- 
tite—fo let there be fomething fubftantial. 
I am cloyed with fricafees, ragouts, and | 
the like. I long to take a touch at a piece 
‘of the roaft beef of Old England; for I 
am an Englifhman every inch of me, and 
have an utter averfion to frogs, however 
difguifed by the culinary art. At the fame 
time, I do not mean to prefcribe the bill 
of fare: there is always a good larder, and 
therefore pleafe yourfelf. | | 


| Till four, adieu ! 
| FLORIZEL. 


‘-F L&E T- 


{ 42 ) 


LETTER XXXVIU, 


/ Tow Sees my F lorizel, this morning, 

~~ after his jaunt? Youate like an Eng- 
- lithman every inch of you, and did great 
honour to the Old Knight *. Would all 
your countrymen would follow your exam- 
ple! ! then French cookery would be kicked 
out of doors, and we. might expect to fee 
Old | Englith hofpitality reftored. 


-. thought occurred to me this inftant— 
I fhould not wonder, in time of war, if 
emiflaries, under the denomination of 
_ Cooks, were employed to poifon fome of 
our firft Charaéters in the kingdom.— 
Every Frenchman. is born a cook; and 
what will moe renchman do pour la 
S caufe du Grand Monarque ae 


_ If this idea fhould firike our. Nobility 
as forcibly as it does me, it might induce 


o— 


Z ; d Sir-Loin, : 
= them — 


(48) 


them to difmuifs Me Sf curs les Cuifiniers, 
and fupply their places with Jack Roaft-_ 
Beefs of our own growth, in the kitchen, — 
which every one muft allow to be a very 
Proper {tation for them, | 


It would give me infinite pleafure to” 


Au révolr, 


PERDITA. | 


LETTE R XKXIX. 
My Dear Perdita, 


i ALWAYS find as ‘much pileafure in 
perufing your Letters, as I do in your - 
converfation. There is an admirable idea 
rans through your laft. French cooks are 
fet in an humorous point of view ; and 
whether they may or may not ufe sciiiie 
by way of completely feafoning our plats, 
in our Jehalf, I find you have lite the 
F 3 fa 


‘a> 


| fal attica at command. to Seep your wit 
and pleafantry. 


The hint, however, is not thrown away 
—it is too good ; ,—and as you are fenfible 
Tlove plain eating, I thall, when I keep. 
houfe, be as plain with my- -fervants, and. 
tell them ingenuoufly, ‘if they cannot put. 
up with. good Old Englith cookery, and, 
agin rape they are no fervants for 
me.. 


ge ae Perdita, if the F rench cooks 
have not literally poifoned us, they have 
poifoned our. taftes .and appetites, and 
“eventually deftroy: our conftitutions : : there- 
fore I will have nothing, to do with them. 
“Let the pigeons a la crapeau-dine, and Les 
fricafees. de grénouilles, be caft into the 
black muddy ditch from, whence _ they 
_ came, and roaft beef with plum- Pudding 
reign for ever, 


& 


~— 
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FL ORIZEL: e 


Lg f- 


~ AED TB Be he 
Oh! my Florizel, 


~~ \ 
i 


’ 


FOW was I, how was I not, delighted 
to fee you lat night, or rather this 
morning, to obferve you execute your aéi= 
fretems in fach. a mafterly manner at the 


e ¥ 


Pantheon! Such cotillons and allemandes 


would have done honour to the Veltris =. 
chey beggar all defcription, But, my 


heat yourfelf, Confider how much the 


dear Florizel, take care you do not over- 


world is interefted in your welfare, as 
well as myfelf. Stick to minuets and 
light country-dances. “That you excel in 
all genteel and manly exercifes, the fon 
has long fince - pronounced ; but, fame 
being once eftablithed, only amufe, do 
not fatigue yourfelf. Let the Little Devil 
. break his neck at Sadler’s Wells, and go 
to his riaméfake’ s 5 but you are not the 
Little nor the Great Deyil—but Je Dieu 
de mon cour. ee & 


As fach, I Subscribe myfelf 


¥ 


pERDITA. 


LETTER XzI, 


SS 


ALAS! Perdita, I cannot obey your « 
advice in this particular—though [| 
could in every other refpedt, and am much 
obliged for your compliments, But inter- 
-di@ me dancing allemandes and cotillons, 
and you interdict exiftence.”. If my con- 
: ftitution will not bear this exercife, it is 
no conftitution for me, and is not worth 

_ preferving. | ae Ry 
— Inclofed I fend you two tickets for the 
Matked Ridotto to-night. I (hall in fome 
degree obey your advice, for I do not in- 

_ tend dancing. . 


: = 
t 


_ Jufqu’a minuit, 


FLORIZEL, 


q 


(a7) 


LET TER: -XLE 2 


My dear F lorizel, 


AM {carce awake, and as ftupid as I was 
daft night. If Mafquerades are now 
become a mere drug, for want of wit, 
humour, and charaéter, a Mafked Ridotto 
is a complete naufea: it is a furfeit to 


every fenfe, and puts even signage out | 
of countenance. a 


You faid you would not dance; but — 
you could not refift the impulfe of the 
€ lovely Duchefs. But I do not blame you, — 
as you only moved a few cool minuets. __ 


Iam going to rife with my eyes thut ; 
therefore excufe this dcrawl, which awaits 


a= only to convince that my thoughts are 
ever bent upon you, | 


ih fo A 


“had LB 
mae. 
< ¢ 


LETTER XLUL 


ve soda Sac it Be, ‘my dele€table Pers 
dita, to be fo agreeably interrupted, 
even in one’s flumbers! Stupid indeed was 
. laft night’s entertainment; but ftupidity 
| 1S : the Tage, - the influenza. of the times, 
and. we muit fubmit to it ;——-and what is 
worfe, there is no Quack, however emi- 
nent, or no prefcription in the whole 
Materia Medica, which can remove it. 


_ As foon as I can flip on my clothes, I 
fhall be with you, to laugh at a few droll 
figures from t’other fide Temple Bar, who 
thought they danced gracefully—and_ to 
i myfelf yur. ween: 


FLORIZEL. 


(49) 
LEIrrie po XLIV. 


‘NFIN me voici! » Quand on eft | pris a 

“Ta furprife, il faut faire ce qu’on puiffe. 

Vous vous tes. trompés par raport. a la pe- : 

tite “Brunette en C oventry-fireet; mais 

fuppofé toujours tout ce que vous vouliez, 

queft ce que vous aveza dire: P a faut ba- 
diner dans ce cas=ci. 


“¢ Tl eff plus doux de languir fous fes chaines, © 
“° Que de vivre fans aimer.”——__» 


Enfin, dans un feul mot, e’eft tout un - 
badinage : > on a fait courir le bruit, pour 
vous deplaire. 


Codes moi, Coventry-ftreet n'a “point 
de charmes pour moi. In plain Englith, 2 
I would as foon be fent to —— vane 


- Heigh-ho ! | 
FLORIZEL. 


2 TRANS: 


( 50 ) 


“TRANSLATION. 


| HE®® I at length am! When one’s 

taken by furprife, one muft do as 
well as one can. You are impofed upon 
with refpect. to the little Brunette in Co- 
ventry-ftreet. But fuppofe for a moment 
- juft what you will, what have you got to 
fay? I muft joke with you now. 


¢¢ Tt is fofter to languifh under her chains, 


&¢ Than to live without loving.” —— 


In fine, or in one word, it is all a jeft, 


only propagated to vex you. 


Believe me, “‘Coventry-ftreet has no more 
‘charms for me, than if I were fent to 


Coventry. ——Heigh-ho ! 


FLORIZEL. 


Pe 


LB Fd) Eom) XLV: 


Quand on fait aimer & plaire, 
A-t-on befoin d’autre bien ? 
, Rend moi ton coeur, ma Bergere, 
“yee rendu le mien. 


SHIS daaintite storie pleated me, 

lovely Perdita, and is very applicable 
to eiyilaticalioil You certainly are in full 
poffeffion of my heart, and you fay that I 
have your's; but why then gallant with 
all the Beaux Garcons about Town? Are 
you ever feen at Ranelagh, or Vauxhall 
without the Duke of oa Lord ae 
or the Colonel ?—Does this look like my 
- being the fole poffeffor of that heart, to 
which I have fo juft a claim ?—I fuppofe 
you think, now your _hufband is abfent, 
you may do as you pleafe, and that no one 
has aright to call you toaccount, This I 
acknowledge to be true. reafoning, accord= 
ing to Coke and Littleton; but according © 
to Venus and Cupid (who are with me far | 
greater authorities in point of love), I 


G2 | a 


Tea 
mott effentially differ with you in opinion, 
‘and think I have fome right to call you to 


account for your pelt og ot Ba call it no 
worte. 


I beg, for the future, you ‘would not 
make me unhappy upon this account ; for — 
T acknowledge, when I fee fo many fine — 
fellows buzzing about you, I know not 
how you can refift. © You are no falaman- 
der—though - I am fenfible your paffions 
are very ardent; and I do not think you 


— can exif 1 in fire, unfcorched. 


‘PLORIZEL. 


esi MS Sees 


ABB: 


LETTER XLVI. 


\ STONISHING ! my Florizel j pe 


lous ! Beware of that green - eyed 


moniter let it not affail your breaft. 


What you alledge againft. me farprifes 
me fill more. Would you have me fhut _ 


myfelf up ina cavern, hide rayfelf from 


all fociety, and, thus immured, pats my 
days j in penitence and penance ? Thad bet- re 


ter at once retire to a nunnery, take. the 


| veil, and bid adieu to the world and all its 


attractions. | 


| Gallantry and copuctry are dh expref- 
fions you ufe upon the occafion. I own I 
am fond of gallanting and coquetting ; but 
you muft be fenfible, that Coquettes in 


’ general are lefs vicious, or prone to infi- 


delity, than Prudes.—_4 profeffed Prude 


As always to be fufpected ; and a woman 


who would not vouchfafe a {mile upon a 


man in public, will probably confer the 


latt favour | upon him i in private. | 
eee 


~ _-----— - a SEES LEELA LIE ECE IE CE TE APIS ENTE REET a 
ee ~~. ~~~ 


(3 } 

Look round the world, and let experi- 
"ence convince you. Does. the Duchefs of 
oes gaicty, affability, and I may fay 
gitteat, ever call her fidelity in queftion ? 
No. But tbe: Nts the C——ks, 
the B ns, the Gr——s, and many 
more, were Prudes till they were detected ; 
they {carce ever fmiled in public; and 
were fuch profeffed difciples of the late 
Lord Chefterfield, that they thought it a 
greater crime to indulge in a sini than 

yn a little: fly Crim, CON, 


If you infift upon it, ee. I will 
keep my mouth pinned up, that even 2 
grin fhall not efcape me; though you fay 
{ never look fo handfome as when I laugh 
heartily, and (hew my teeth, 


: 


ake ane phan hac a ana ae 


(45) 


LETT ie vy : 


TP ON 3 reflection, my angelic Perdita, 
I was wrong when I wrote my laft; 
but let love plead my excufe—and you 


know that paffion is always accompanied © 
with jealoufy. . SS 


Not laugh! I beg you would difmifs 
the thought ; for I would not be deprived 
of feeing thofe beautiful teeth, and that 


enchanting dimple, in all their perfection, 


tor both the Indies. 


With regard to the Duchefs, I believe 
you are very right—though, the world is 


apt to be cenforious without reafon: but I _ 
believe you have miftaken the characters of 


moft of the other Ladies. I never heard 
them accufed of prudery, either in public 
or private. B—n was a hoyden; Gr——r, 


an indifcreet wanton; N——n, a profeffed 


Mefla- | 
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(56) 
“Meffalina; and as to poor C——k, I bes 
lieve fhe has been wronged. 


‘Be this as it may, you have convinced 
me of my error, and I hope I fhall not 
relapfe into it again. » As fome atonement 
for my fault, accept of the inclofed bill— 


it is all I can {pare at prefent: 


“T thall be this evening at the Ohies, 
where I hope to fee you; ‘and fhall, as 
—foon as I can get rid of my company, pay 

any refpects to yous ef 


Till then, believe me 


Your’ § moft devotedly, 


FLORIZEL, | 

| 

| i 
= fe Tag 


Fy 


( 57) 


Lb67 SR, See 


* 


| My divine Perdita, 


Te tran{ports: of lat cighe are ‘Rin | 


‘fo full in my imagination, that I 
catinot difmifs your image from my view. 
Methinks I am full converfing with you— 
devouring thofe {weet lips—prefling that 


delicious bofom, the feat of love and rap 


ture. 


2 Gnd, peat that the thine 


out of lovers is the renewal of love. 


As. foea. as I have dufesficd two or chtes 
impertinent vifitors, whom I muft fee, rl 
be with you. 


Angelic Perdita, 
Once more, your's, 


FLORIZEL. 


H | LE t- 


{ 58 ) 


Le? eR A. 


THAT a different language 1: this: 
from your laft Letter but one, which 
‘préfithed nought but jealoufy and ill-na-_ 
ture! I congratulate you, my dear Flori- 
ze}, upon your being fo perfectly reftored 
to your nad good-nature and affection 
for me. | 


I live but to adore you, and every mo~ ~ 
ment is an age during your abfence: 


Difmifs the Impertinents | as foon as pof- 
fible, and let me be completely bletfed 
with your enchanting company. 


Avec ernsitiments: 


PERDITA, 


( 59) 
Gk TT-E-R: 4; 


I rie my dear Perdita, it is Vol- 


taire, who obferves, 


~~ & Dans les dill les plus doux, 
S* Nous fommes les plus grands fous.” 


I admit of it; and, as Serjeant Kite 
Aays, ‘« He that is born to ex: fix feet high, 
** is born to be a a great man,’ | 


J am‘ almoft fix feet high, and yet I am 
not born to be a great man—except I can 
flatter myfelf it is in your opinion. 


* : | a3 | LE T- 
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LET TER: Le 


lane dear F lorizel,. 


N my opinion, you are not ety a great, 
r but a good: man. ' 1 do not agree to the 


notion entertained by fome, that 


“66 Thiey are = ies who are only great.” 


3 em ‘me ina coincidence with this: 
fentiment, and yield to my ‘withes in the 
honour of | a vifit.—I. fub{cribe this, 


se 


ef ~ Mott faithfully vaNes, 7 


PERDITA. 


(( Gx. )) 


LETEER ED 


Dear Perdita, 


f OU difbelieved me lat sles but be= 
lieve me now—I was never, fo happy 
in my life. | 


<¢ Angels were painted fair to took like you !’”” 


But it pak be; Perdita to give delight! 1 
exquifite delight ! Oh! what raptures I 
found within thofe arms ! arms which 
have almoft deftroyed the powers of my 
hand. I am, however, pee | of fub- 
fcribing myfelf 


_ Your’ S; till death, 


FLORIZEL. 


LET- 


LETTER LIL 


CANN OT, my much-admired r lorizel 4 

- reply in your ftrain ; as well might an 
Arne attempt to furpafs an Handel. They 
were both great mafters in the art, the 
{cience of mufic ; but never reached you 
in the art ond hag of ove, “as 


Kebese this from 


-PERDITA, 


( 63 ) 
LETTER Liv. 


¥ fufpicions, I find, were but too 
well grounded. Mifs ———, in 


Coventry-ftreet, is now the happy female — 
that reigns fovereign of your heart. Al 
your pretended jealoufies, I am convinced,’ 


were only artifices to break off our con- 


nection, that you might, with mee | 


vitit your ttle Milliner, 


You have my full liberty to do as you 
pleafe. I do not confider her as my rival ; 
fhe is only a temporary amufante, who 
will foon be convinced of your roving dif- 
pofition. .I am now fatisfied that I have 
long been the dupe to your artifice; but 


I can, with fortitude and refolution, iat 


Adieu for ever, 


os 


ie hope you well r ne Forget your 
promifes refpecting the provi you were. 
to.make, for mew... 


—— 


“Sg age 


a ae 7%, Ye 
Be BS my af & % ox? ‘a 


ca 


LETTER Ly: 


“ery wee 


| Petes /Faithlste Woctiot Thus 

You) endeavour, by accufing moe; to 

thisen /your .own - ‘infidelities.. »Wrere:you 

“not with the Duc de: Ch-——-—s.two-nights 

- together, “at Epfoing Ban che, net. pre- 

_ dented you with a diamond necklaces. pur- 

“ chafed at D-—-d’s2)), Are thefe fadts;. or 

- mot? You wore the necklace laft night at 
oa. anelagl « c!Bhis chain. eee 
| : chains sd — is is5 own os, ad yi 3 


e 


| a ae £0,: your Saha, [dehpite theme, : " 4 


ee guefs what you mezn—you intend, to pub 4 
: ae Letters, - ;  Youare welcome; plor a 


vided you do not mutilate them, and. in= 
- —_— make ‘nonfenfe of them. 


ies apes 


Adieu for ever, 


he 2. pe ae . SV aeutaten 


MARCELLUS _ 


f° Uo fb ey 


SCENE, a Drefing-Room. 


_ Decorated with various prints, reprefenting 

hiftorical fatts.—Edward the IV tb Solemniz- 
ing bis nuptials with Elizabeth Woodville: 
-- Fames, Duke of York, ¢/poufing Anne Hyde; 
and George the If marrying, with the left 
hand, Mellefina de Schulemburg, Dutchefs of 
~~ Kendal. —- Over the chimney, a length piece 
OF “lg cree de Maintengs caries Louis the 
\ XIVth, — Between _ the doors, - Peter the 

aE ok : Great, 


Great, Emperor of Ruffia, and Catherine bis 
wife, in chiaro ofcuro.——On a pedeftal of 
| porphyry, twofigures: one, in Bafalte, of Henry 
the IVth of France ; ; the other, in marble of 
Maffa Carrara, reprefenting “La Belle Ga- 
britlle :” the Monarch kneeling, and laying 
his fword and diadem at the feet of his be- 
loved miftrefs.—Near it, a mezzotinto of 


Solyman the Second and Roxalana.—A mi- 


Pa SSRN UE aint a SERS a UR NS Co a RE NA aN aN oe PO 5. 


niature, in oils, upon glafs; the fubject, 


« Vitor Amadeus, King of Sardinia, and 
Madame de St. Sebaftian.” | 


On @ Sofas 


Gulia, weeping. By ber, a book, half open, in 
Italian, entitled, ‘‘ Memorie recondite dell’ 
: illuftrifi ma Bianca Cappella, Gran Ducheffa 

di Tofcana, et Moglie di Francefco Primo.” 
_ Her bait difordered ; ; in ber countenance, im- 
patience, difire/s, and expectation blended. 
_ Marcellus “enters; throws bimfelf at her 


feet; 


[8-4 
feet, and taking ber hand between bis, places 
himjelf by her on the fofa. 


JULIA, 


Y OU are come, then, cruel prince: 


alas! only to infult my diftrefs, and to 


augment my wretchednefs. Is this the 
reward due to my tendernefs, and the 
protection which you extend to my ho- 
‘pour? Was it generous, was it even hu- 
mane, to abandon the object of your love to 
the unlicens’d curiofity, and more licens 
tious difquifitions of an unfeeling Senate? 
Was that the tribunal before which Julia 
ought to appear ? Can the heir of the firft 
monarchy in the world, permit the pro- 
fane multitude, with unhallowed hands, 


B 2 to. 
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t 4 
“to ibid the facred a which has hitherto 
myfterioufly conceal’d our | ‘loves, and to 


gaze upon the fecrets of our mutual hos 


p= nour? 


Sasa MARCELLUS,*-- 


ty. 


Ungenerous Julia! | calles of foothing 
the agitations of my mind, and pitying 
that. fatal neceflity which produc’d the 


reluctant confent, torn from me by im- 


portunity, to contradié in the Senate the 


fuppos’d nature of our union, you add 


_ poignancy to all my feelings, by thefe 


unmerited “reproaches. Confidér my 


fituation, and> be: yourtelf my: jutlee. eee 
. How. could f. ado. how srecontile ‘the 


lover with ‘he piibe I Agitated by con- 
gh flicting 


flicting paflions; furrounded by the moft 
dorneftic and augmenting wants; my pa-~ 
lace in ruins; my father irritated ; my 
friends importunate ; my fervants difcon- 
tented ;’ my future fubjeéts clamorous for — 
fatisfaCtion, upon ‘a ‘point kkls they 
conceived to be deeply connected with 
national objécts"of the moft’ ferious na-~ 
ture’; —thus’ prefled;*thus driven —ah ! 
Julia, if T have'eeni’d to abandon the 
phantom of honour, fit is only to make 
a rich compenfation at the thrine of love. 
We will be the: hole world to ook 


. bad 


JULIA, 


JULTA, 


You teach me, prince, the bitter lef- 
fon, which kings, in every age, have in- 
culcated on the objects even of their ten- 
dereft affection. You raife us only to 
“envied heights, to precipitate us from 
thence into a deeper abyfs : you bind our 
temples with an imaginary diadem, to 
which the fervile multitude bows: with 
reverence, till they difcover the decep- 
tion. Where is that unfullied fame, 
_ which I fo lately poflets’d ; and which, in 
an evil hour, feduc’d by royal oaths and 
promifes, I weakly facrific’d? Wherethofe — 


| peaceful nights, and that calm repofe, 
| which 


ry] 


which ufed to accompany them ?—The 


{plendid dream. of fancied royalty is paft, 
and I awake to all the anguith of remorfe, 
augmented by tranfitory pofleffion.— 
What compenfation can you make to a 
heart, wounded in its moft vital part ; 
and which ftill retains too much pride, 
even in its humiliation, to furvive its 


departed honour ? 


MARCELLUS.« 


The fame hand, my beloved miitrefs, 
which inflicted, the involuntary wound, 
fhall apply the balm. Julia never can, 


and 
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and never fhall be. precipitated from the 
eminence, to. which, not more my 
fondnefs, than her own. virtues and high 
endowments, have defervedly : elevated 


her. - The veil, though torn, is not yet 


wholly withdrawn, which thelter’d and 


conceal’d us from general view. Enough 


_. has been done’ to fatisfy my public duties. 


The lover will fill protect his miftrefs, 


with all the anxious folicitude of ref pect- 


ful tendernefs. A myfterious darknefs, 


which even the affertions made in the Se- 


nate, cannot altogether difperfe, fhall con- 


tinue to furround the facred afylum of our 


loves, and reprefs the too’ prefumptuous 


enquiries of the vulgar. Julia fhall fall be 


regarded 


ES ae 
regarded as the queen of my affections, 
-and fhall retain her pre-eminence above 


as competitrefs, 


JUL FA. 


Tis in vain that you attempt to fuftain 
my finking honour, and te uphold my 
fallen dignity, by fubftituting the frail 
—-fupport of love, for the folid foundation - 
of a legitimate union. — Extended as is 
your empire, prince, it has its limits : 
it may enchain the outward form, but 
cannot extend to the unconquer’d mind ; 
it cannot fetter, or controul opinion. = 
A proud nation will not bend before the 
eo idol 


-{ @ 7 
idol which it does not really venerate. 
DetraGtion and malevolence will aim 
their cruel and invifible thafts at my de- 
voted head: nor can your interpofition, — q 


| powerful as it is, either deprecate or pre- 
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vent their effects. The infolence of 


married virtue will difdain to {toop to 
an ambiguous and unfanction’d union, 
Wherever I look, I fee only an averted 
‘countenance, oat an alter’d eye, Thofe, 
who lately bowed the knee, will hence- | 
forth fly me; and ‘I fhall became the 
‘melancholy victim of ftate necefllity, 


-confign’d to folitude, and to oblivion. 


{ 


MARCELLUS. 


No! Julia, by thofe Gods who: pre- 
fided at our union, and by that honour 
which you fo highly cherifh, the deftiny 
which you defcribe in eedouies fo alarm- 
ing, fhall never be yours! T his proud 
‘nation, whofe cenfure you fo much 
dread, is already too far departed from 
the rigid feverity of antient manners, to 
wtits the tribute of refpect to her, v whom 
their prince has  felected for the object 
of his attachment and homage. They 
will not thock their future fovereign, by 
_ too obtrufive an enquiry ith the pres 
cife nature of our union. They will 


C2 not 


[ow ] 


not facrifice to a {crupulous and une 


fafhionable delicacy of virtue, at the 2S 

- pence of intereft and of favour. But. 
thefe are not the only fupports on which 
Julia may fecurely repofe, for general 
re{pe@, and univerfal fulgnifion. Her 
engaging manners, her unaffuming com- 
placency, above all, her virtues, her paft 
unfullied condud, and, fpotlefs reputa- 
| rae will raife her above the feeble ef. 
forts of. aloes loc and detraction. 
The beautiful « Gabrielle,” though only 
- the miftrefs of Henry the IVth, was 
more belov’d by her contemporaries, 
and more refpected by fucceeding times, 
than was the feeble and unfortunate Ma- 
Sy of Medicis, though fhe was the wife 


and 


is 
and the queen of that amiable mo- 


narch. 


JULIA. 


Ah! prince, you have touched upon 
a ftring, which under your hand, can 
produce only a harfh and_ difcordant 
note. Did Henry, that model of kings, | 
| and at the eee of whofe name, hu- + 4 
manity feems to refpire, did he, fram’d 
as he was a the gentleft mould, and 
open to all the impreflions of benignity 
and tendernefs, ever sontent to abandon 
2 Gabrielle” to the clamours of an un- 
feeling multitude, or even to the more 


{pe~ 


{wf 
ipecious pretences “of ftate neceflity > 
He better knew, and refpected the facred 
tights of love. He did not fuffer a too 
prefumptuous friend, or a too officious 
fervant, to tear from him a reluétant 
confent to difhcnour his miftrefs. ‘He 
knew, (for he was a man, although a 
king,) that love admits no diftinctions, 
-and owns no {uperiorities, except thofe 
which originate from itfelf. He thought 
the miftrefs of his affections, worthy 
his throne, as much as his ‘bed. He 
| erauld have rais’d her to that eminence, 
if death had not interpos’d, and fnatched 


from her brow the diadem, with which 


Henry had prepar’d to encircle it. 


MAR~ 


Pa 


tots 
MARCELLUS, 


T. own H,..Julia. -Jt i tue that 


Henry had projected, and would perhaps 


‘have: carried into execution, this laft 


and greateft proof of the empire which 
his miftrefs had obtain’d over him. It 
is poflible too, that ‘the people whom 
he had vanquifh’d and pardon’d, might | 
from veneration. of his virtues, and at- 
tachment to his perfon, have acquie- 
{ced in this choice. <* Gabrielle” might 
have reigned over France, as well as 
over its monarch. But, the experiment, 
it mutt till be confefs’d, was replete with 
peril, and pregnant with confequences, | 


9 
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to which I fear, from delicacy, too 


“ftrongly to direct your attention. °A 
difputed fucceffion, with all its train of 
concomitant, and unafcertained calami- 
ties, might again have plunged his un- 
happy kingdom in more complicated 
ruin, than that from whieh he had fo 
recently extricated it. The idol of hif- 
tory, and the delight of human kind, 
might, by one a@ of amiable, but fatal 
weaknefs, have become the {courge of 
France, inftead of her reftorer. Nor, 
forgive me, Julia, was it death alone 
which interpos’d between « Gabrielle” 
and the royal diadem. Sully, with that 
rigid, but upright integrity, which 
characteris’d . and immortaliz’d him, 
| ful- 


( & 

furfpended | ea prevented an a@t, which 
he juftly apprehended might involve his 
fovereign and his country in one com=. 


mon deftruction. 


f ULDAS, 


You have ftudied the page of hiftory, 
Marcellus, as a monarch, but you have 
not perus’d it with the feelings of a lon 
ver. ‘There is ftill a middle path, which — 
a prince, difpos’d to raife the object of 
his choice to a level with himfelf, might 
adopt, without apprehenfion of danger, 
and without diminution of his own dig-. 
nity, | 

Dp The. 


) L. } 
The greateft, and the proudeft fove- 


a reign of modern Europe, Louis the 
XIVth himfelf, in the plenitude of his 
“power, and furrounded by the haughty 
magnificence of Verfailles, yet conde- 
{cended to ftoop to the widow of an ob- 
{cure poet, a hutoble fuppliant on his 
a bounty. He felt the force of her intel- 
le€tual merit, more than that of her per- 
fonal attractions : he did not difdain to re- 
trate the facred, though unfinithed foot- 
fteps of his illuftrious anceftor. Yet, 
recolleéting the obligations impofed upon 
the king, while he recogniz’d the rights 

~ of love implanted by the hand of nature 
in the bofom of the man, he found 
the means of reconciling thefe oppofite 


\ 


and 


[oe 


and diecicant duties. Madame de | 


Maintenon afcended his bed by the moft : 


facred and legitimate title, though mo- _ 


tives of {tate precaution precluded her 


from the external honours annexed to- 


the rank of a Queen of France. 


-MARCELLUS, 


However indifputable, and even afcer- 
tained are the facts which you enumerate, 
I fear, Julia, that by no analogy of rea- 
foning, can they be made to apply to the 
fituation, in which I can alone propofe 
them as a model for idssiectiamns Madame 
de Maintenon, though fhe became the 

| fo De wife 
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wife of Louis the XIVth, yet only rote 


to that fituation in the afternoon of life; 
cand at a period, when Louis, fatiated 
with pomp, weary of himéelf, incapable 
of amufement, and finking into-an un- 
manly bigotry, demanded a friend and a 
| companion, rather than a wife, though he | 
chofe to fanctify the connection by the 
aid of a religious ceremony. She was 
only known in France as Marchionefs of 
Maintenon, though the ready fubmiffion 
of the courtiers refpected and acknow- 
ledged in her perfon a more dignified 
title to their homage. She was a {tranger 
to every thing of royalty, except its fa-_ 
tigues, its inanity, and its renunciations. 
_ She did not, like Montefpan ‘aad Isa 


od . | - Valiere, 


[ar] 

Valiere, prefide over the voluptuous re- 
finements or pleafures of a polith’d 
court. Her wretched evenings were pafled 
in ineffectual exertions to entertain, and 
awaken an exhauited find: She was 
reduc’d to look back with envy and re- 
eret, from the terrace of Verfailles, on 
_-the humble condition of Seatron’s Wwi- 

dow: and when, at length, Louis, fink- 
ing under a complication of national ca- 
lamities, of domeftic diftrefs, and 56f 
perfonal | iaieiitics: releas'd her from | 
the {plendid captivity in which he had 
fo long held her, the relaps’d into 
a private ftation, and expir’d in the 
cells of St. Cyr, neglected and forgotten 
before her death. 


JULIA. 


tL oe J 


JULIA. 


It is not from the annals of F rance, j 

| perceive, that I-can draw any precedents : 
for your imitation. You reject the ex- 
amples of her greateft princes: you blame 
the projected weaknefs of Henry, and you 

arraign the feeble compliance of Louis. : 
Be it fo. I appeal 0.24 higher and 
more illuftrious authority ; toa monarch, 
defervedly entitled to univerfal admira- 
tion ; and on whom, not pofterity only, 
but even his enemies and his contempo- 
raries, by voluntary and unanimous con- 


fent, have conferred the title of ** Great.” 


- I mean, Peter, Emperor of Ruffia. He, 


e 
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in the vigour of life, neither fubdued by 
the effeminacy of love, nor enflav’d by the 
fetters of fuperftition, but, yielding to the - 
calm dictates of refleCtion, felected. from 
among the princefies of Europe, for the 
partner of his throne and. bed, a vil- 
lager, whofe very origin and preceding 


hiftory are involved in fuch obfcurity, 


& 3 
as almoft to elude the moft curious en- 


quiry. He thought her mind and quali- 
ties framed for the government of man- 
kind, and he difdain’d the accidental cir- | 
cumftances of her. birth énd- exteztion. 
He did more. At his death, he dedolwéd 
upon her the Imperial Soe of Ruffia, | 
ae left her defpotic miftrefs of the moft 
ccncuiad empire in the world. Is this a — 


model, 


Z| 24 | 


‘model, prince, for imitation ? Has hiftory 


arraign’d or condemn’d the choice ‘of 
Peter tT rather, hoe not his grateful 
country acknowledg’d, among the bene- | 
faGtions of his hand, and the bleflings of, 
his reign, the feleGtion of a peafant for 


his Emprefs, and his fucceffor ? 


MARCELLUS. 


The Gime Ait, Tulia, which, # 
an Emperor of Ruffia, may not only | be 
venial, but, perhaps, is entitled to 
the highett admiration, ‘would be cen- 
furable, and even criminal, in the heir 
toa limited monarchy. Peter was not 


_merely 


merely the defpotic fovereign of his do- 


minions ; but, he had created, reform’d, 
and civiliz’d his fubjeéts. ‘The barba- 
rous Mufcovite, fcarcely fuperior to the 
roving Tartar at the xra se he af— 
cended the throne, became infenfibly 
under his forming hand, a liberal, en- 
lighten’d, and polith’d European. He 
~ had already conferr’d arts, and introduc’d 
the benefits of commerce, throughout 
his wide extended provinces: he had | 
founded : new capital, and overturn’d — 
with a gigantic force, all the inftitutions 
civil and military, to which the prefcrip- 
tion of ages had affix’d a fanGion, be- 

: fore he ventur’d upon this laft, and per- 
haps, greateft proof of his irrefiftible 
E- -. defpotiim. 


eo) 
defpotifm. His people, recently emerged 
from barbarifm, and accuftomed to regard 
with a blind and fervile reverence, every 
act of their prince, never ventured to 
queftion, or to oppofe his unlimited au- 
thority. Catherine Gourd him, and 
reign’'d over Ruffia.—But, the fove- 
reign of a free country muft refpect, and 
muft confult opinion. - He cannot violate 
with impunity thofe facred reftrictions, 
either of law or of manners, which his 
fubjects are habituated to efteem. Great 
as he is, he muft appear before the tri- 
bunal of his people; and to enfure their 
obedience, he muft deferve their affec- 
tions. The examples of the moft amiable 
or illuftrious princes, who have reigned 


over 


t.7 1 
over flaves, can form no precedent, and 
plead no apology, for the voluntary er- 
ror of a monarch, who is limited by 
laws, and ‘reftrain’d by the conftitution 
of the nation, over which he is born ta 


~ 


reign, 


juEd &. 


Ty, Marcellus, I fought for ‘nln 
among foreign princes, it was nat be- 
caufe I wanted the fanction of domeftic 
authority to fuftain my caufe, It isin — 
the bofom of your own. family, that I | 
find the moft eet, and mot in- 
conteftible deviations from the principles — 

Ez which 
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which you have chofen to adopt.— | 


| Wherever I look; whether I confult the: 
records of paft times, or caft my eye on 
the more recent tranfactions of the pre- 
fent age; whether I appeal to the con- 
“dud of thofe monarchs from whom you 
lineally defcend, or advert to the alli- 
ances contracted by the neareft collateral 
princes of your blood, I am equally 
fupported in my pretenfions. They acted 
from more enlarged, or from more ge- 
ici confiderations, than are thofe by 
which you chufe to limit and to regulate 
your condu@, I would not, prince, 
indelicately prefs too hard upon ¢ fabs 
ject, where you may be exquifitely {en- 
fible. L with to owe to your heart 


that 


Se Se 
that throne, which I difdain to accept on 
meaner terms. If I have produc’d 
examples the moft iluftrious ; if I have 
addrefs’d myfelf to your underftanding, 
and not your paffions, it is becaufe, 
while I bow to your high dignity, I feel 
my own, I have not fought to avail 
mytelf of the boafted empire which love 
confers, or to ufe the perfuafive elo- 
quence which dteveli infpires. Again 
then, let me demand of you, why fhould 
you, Marcellus, bluth to do, what the 
moft exalted of your anceftors did not 
conceive to be unworthy of his ftation, 


or unbecoming his kingly character ? 


MAR-=- 


GF 


MARCELLUS. 


1 confefs, Julia, that in thefe in- 


ftances, you touch me nearly, and attack 
me in the moft vulnerable quarter. . I 
with to yield the Eich which 
you demand; and my heart, with per-— 
fidious facility, imbibes the delicious 
intoxication, which this union of fact 
and of reafoning is too well calcu-— 
lated to produce. I feel, with a fort 
of pious predilection, and filial re- 
fret, the fanction conferr’d on my 
own paffion, by the facrifices, which my 
 anceftots have made to the objects of 
_ their affetion. Yet, perhaps, if I were 


inclin’d 


PRES Ror pale 
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~inclin’d to examine with accuracy, and 


to diffe with impartiality, the examples 
that you produce, they would ftill be 
found ambiguous, defective, and incapa- 
ble of imitation. The local ufages, and 
peculiar privileges of the Germanic em- 
pire, may fanctity, and legitimate a {pe- 
cies of matrimonial union, unknown to, 
and iNegal in any other country. Va- 
rious gradations and fhades of that con- 


nexion may even exift; on the validity 


or ‘invalidity of which cafuifts may 


difpute, and power may, perhaps, ulti- 
mately decide. But, between us,’ alas ! 
a more infurmountable obftacle is inter- 
pos’d ; an eh which far exceeds 
my ability to remove, or to annihilate. 


How 


Ee] 


How can I evade, or how deftroy the 


effect of a folemn law, which interdicts 


and prohibits, under penalties the moft 


fevere, that proof of my affection which 


Julia demands ? 


JULIA. 


Ts it here, then, prince, that you ul- 


timately reft your caufe? And is this 


-unjuft prohibition, difgraceful to that af{— 


fembly where it originated, and repue- 


nant to all the principles of natural 


equity, as much as to thofe of freedom, 


the laft refuge to which you fly for 
fhelter? Can any poftive inftitution, 


how- 


ee 4 


however protected by venerable forms, 
or preceded by folemn deliberations, 
abrogate and extinguifh the firft rights 
‘of human nature? Is the privi- 
lege of chufing the companion of all 
our joys and forrows, and on which 
choice muft in a great degree depend 
our happinefs or mifery, to be capri- 
cioufly torn from us by the tyranny 
of an unfeeling Senate? And is it you 


only who are denied that right, which 


is enjoy’d and exercis’d by the meaneft 
1 of your fubjects ? Such laws | cannot 
| | claim obedience, or enforce fubmiffion. 
; It is not, however, requifite to obtain a 
formal repeal of fo unjuft an inhibition, 


F ee 


es ® ave ae i i wes y am ‘ : ae 
Sedo svorp CARR te a PRE ve Fs al Bg Siti EA 5 £5 os asta ‘ 4 Say, et nf a Swi7ef , is 
le eM e Gus. Oca iat eae e MINS GUS Shy Tor cr nn aoa a ask RU ue ad take iL ee A pe Se nk a He BE ton bias ae 
eR Tae Re A SRN RENEE ETNIES ee EI OOO TI TL IEE PETE IER TRANG RIT TREE TE EE ID HAYA EOI MOPAR RRO tae SEN Meta an — — Eee 


plan SW see 
SN ahh co TRS 


[omy 
in order to evade, or to defeat it. . Mar- 
cellus poflefies in himfelf the means of 
triumphing, without Solene and with- 
out hazard. What Senate could refift 
the entreaties, or oppofe the pleafure, 
oF the moft amiable‘and accomplith’d. 
prince, who ever afcended the throne! 
Will they refufe to accept the queen 
of his choice, who is united to him 
by a tye the radtt folemn and facred; 
from a blind adherence to antiquated 
laws, of which they cannot them- 


_felves approve? Who will difpute 


the validity of that union; or who 


dare to enter into a conteft with his 
_fovereign on a point, where his ho- 


* nour, 
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nour, his happinefy, and his very 


title are implicated? No, prince ! the 
_ people, over whom you are deftin’d 
to reign, know better how to appre- 
ciate, and how to refpect the firtt un- 
alienable rights of human nature, ever 
to invade that freedom in their fove- 
reign, of which they fo pre-eminently 
enjoy the advantages themfelves. They 
may be feduced, or furprized into error ; 
but they will not coolly perfit in it, in 
contradiation to every impulfe of con- 
viction, and every principle of huma- 


nity. 


Fo” : MAR- 


Ae 


MARCELLUS. 


{ tremble, Julia, at the giddy pre- 


cipice to which you conduct me; and 
while I with, I yet fear to try the dan- 
gerous experiment that you propofe. 
I know, and I feel with grateful plea- 
fure, how unbounded are the limits, 
and how fecure the dependence, on 
the loyalty and adherence of a gene- 
 rous people. Amid the firtt ebulli- 
tions of fubmiffion and attachment ; 
_ among the acclamations and feftivities, 
which, I fondly believe, would attend 
my perfon, and accompany my acceffion 
to the throne; I might, perhaps, pro- 

fit 
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fit of thof moments of national in- 
toxication, to place you on the fame 
eminence with myfelf, and to affociate 
you to the imperial purple. It might, 
poffibly, not be even neceflary to re- 
peal, or to abrogate . law, over which 
oblivion would filently extend itfelf ; 
and the exiftence of which, as none 
would attempt to prove, fo it might 
be wife and judicious, rather to allow 
to perifh by a natural, than bya vio- 
lent death. But, though fuch might, 
not improbably, be the refult, yet [am 
compell’d by confiderations fuperior to 
thofe which love can infpire, or, even, 
which an attention to our mutual 
happinefs can diate, to avert my | 


view 
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a from objects, too {educing & be 
| regarded without danger. I am not, 
alas! like you, at liberty - confult : 


only ‘the feelings of the maz.  Pro- 


vidence,. which has deftind me to — 


reign, has by that felection, impos’d 
on me the hard, but indifpenfable duty 
of forgetting the zudividual in the prince. 
Severe as is the effort, it is not above my 
ftrength. My mind, intent on emulat- 
ing the virtues, and not on imitating © 
the errors or defects of my predeceffors, 
gies it the.cxertion... Yes, Juliad -] 
can renounce even you, if my country 
and my glory claim it from me. I 
can fix my eye on the fublime exam- 
| ple of a Titus, who abandoned Be- 


renicé, 
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reniceé, when the duties of a Roman 


| emperor exacted and demanded the {- 
_ crifice. Prefs me, then, no further to 
give you this fatal proof of your em- 
pire, and of my own weaknefs ! Urge 
me not to commit an act, which would — 
injure me in your efteem, and which 
would degrade me in my own! Aid 
me even again{t yourfelf ! Suftain my 
finking virtue ; and thare with me’ the 
honour annex’d to the mott difficult of 
all triumphs—a victory over my heart, 


my affeCtions, and myfelf ! 


[ 40] 


JUULA.! 


It is done ! i no longer oppofe your | 
sdesitige! 3 » My. mind ° relu€tant! ly yields | 
its conviction to arguments and confide- | 
rations, fo ierefiftible: 3 in their. own ne 
ture. . ‘You have difarm’d trac, Marcel- 
lus. . You have even done more. You 
have almoft infpir’d me with a defire to 
emulate, and to” {apport thofe jecnares q 
tions by which »I am undone. Yet, forgive | 
the weaknefs of my fex, and the imper- 7 
-fe€tion of my nature, if, while I exert fo — 
dificult an effort, I caft one parting look — ‘ 
towards that vifionary diadem, by which 


my eyes have fo long been dazzled and 
deluded. , 


hoa | 


deluded. Ye dreams of grande ur and of 


dignity, adieu ! Henceforth, Julia {hall . 
limit her ambition ‘to the:triumphs of 


love, and tothe prefervation of her em. | 


pire over the heart of Marcellus: But, 


even here, my fears alarm, and my fat 


picions terrify me. Ah, prince! what 


fecurity can [ henceforth: receive, that niy 
confidence in the continuance of your 


affection is built on a more folid foun- 


dation, than were my delufive expecs 


tations of royal greatnefs ! The chains 


of love are too feeble to retain the man, 


when the monarch has efcap’d. I tremble 


even to afk myfelf, how long I thall 
-preferve my afcendancy over a heart, 


againtt which beauty and pleafure will 


G. 7 exert 
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[ 4 ]- 
exert all their magic, which variety will 
affail, and which the facility of conqueft 
will feduce to inconftancy. Other recol- 


leGtions, yet more painful, and yet more 


undefcribable, prefs in upon my imagi- 


nation, and diftract my mind. Re-affure, 
for you only can, Marcellus, my finking 
heart; and teach me to believe, with the 
-eredulity natural to a woman who loves, 
that in renouncing the delufive phan- 
toms of ambition, I fhall {till retain 
that pre-eminence in your affections, to 
which I’ now only and exclufively af- 


pire. 
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-MARCELLUS: 


Repofe, my beloved Julia, with per- 
fect affurance, in the continuance of | 
that tendernefs, which is heighten’d by 
refpect, and cemented by efteem. The 
triumph which you have obtain’d over 
your elf, and the renunciation which you » 
have made of an imaginary crown, ren- 
der you worthy of the brighteft diadem. 
What fecurity can I give for the conti- 
nuance of my affection, or what convic- 
on ao proteftations, however mul-_ 
tiplied, produce, fo ftrong as that which 
- you inherently poffefs, in the confciouf- . 
nefs of your own high merits, and un- 


Gao — equalled © 


Toy. D 
equalled endowments ! ‘Yet, feck. not, 


Julia, with vai ap pddebinin menting cu- 


wee tility, #0 perietrate the darknere of fu- 


~tadity, aiid. with uinavailinig= {olicitude to 
enquire into the duration of a patilion, 
which ode mutual fondnefs affures me 
fhall know no termination * | The 
gods; witha benignant hand, have veiled 
the future: in night, and they deride 


our impotent attempts ‘to difperfe or to 


Le the gloom +. True wifdom hi- 


* 45a ne queefieris, ({cire nefas) quem mint, quem m tii, | 


Fi inem a dederint, Leuconoe.”” 


$e Prudens Picen temporis exitum: 
Caliginofa noéte premit Deus ; 
Ridetque, fi mortalis ultra 


Fas tre Piatt? mememmeney 


Lae 
mits its refearches, and confines its ex=- 
ertions, within the bounds which nature 
has prefcribed. It belongs to love alone 
to {mooth the afperities of life, and to 
ftrew with flowers its moft rugged paths. 
Let us enjoy the prefent hour, and 
leave tothe deftinies our days to come ! 
Enough for: us to know, that we are 
happy: jp. each other, and that more is 


‘not allow’d to mafiy- 
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